TOWN OF YARMOUTH ZONING BYLAW
SHORT-TERM RENTALS
Effective 4/26/22 (note sunset clause)
1. Short-Term rentals are allowed by-right (denoted as a “yes”) in the following zoning districts
if they meet the criteria outlined in Section 418 of the Zoning Bylaw
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Note 54. Short-Term Rentals may be allowed by-right if they meet the criteria outlined in Section 418.

2. Short-Term Rentals are subject to the conditions outlined in Section 418 of the zoning Bylaw.
418

SHORT-TERM RENTALS

418.1 Purpose: To provide for the orderly operation of short-term rentals for residential
properties that balance private, neighborhood and public interests, and will:
1. Protect and maintain the residential character of existing neighborhoods.
2. Protect public health and safety.
3. Enable residents to better afford to live here, maintain their properties and contribute
to the community.
4. Ensure the continued revenues to the Town from the short-term rental excise tax.
418.2 Definitions:
SHORT-TERM RENTALS (STR) - defined as owner-occupied, tenant-occupied or
non-owner occupied property including, but not limited to, an apartment, house,
cottage, condominium or a furnished accommodation that is not a hotel, motel,
boarding or lodging house, or guesthouse, inn or bed and breakfast establishment,
where at least one room or unit is rented to an occupant or occupants for 1-31
consecutive days at a time; and all accommodations are reserved in advance. All STRs
shall be transient in nature and not rented to the same occupant month to month.
418.3 Ineligible Units: The following are not eligible to be rented as STRs.
1. Dwellings designated as income restricted or are subject to affordability covenants.
2. Family-related or affordable accessory apartments.
3. Dwellings subject to any outstanding building, sanitary, zoning or fire code
violations.
418.4 Registration & Inspections:
1. All short-term rentals shall be registered annually through the Yarmouth Health
Department in accordance with General Bylaw Chapter 108 – Occupancy of
Buildings, and shall adhere to all their health and safety requirements, including
occupancy limitations based on inspections.
2. Rental certificates shall be displayed on the property in a prominent location and
shall include 24-hour local contact information.
3. The Town reserves the right to post rental locations and contact information on the
Town Website per MGL Ch. 64G, Section 14.

418.5 General Provisions:
1. Trash Removal: All household trash shall be removed from the premises
immediately after occupancy is concluded, and at a minimum once per week.
2. Parking: Adequate on-site parking shall be provided, with a minimum of one
space/bedroom. There shall be no parking on lawns, no overnight street parking,
and no street parking that impedes traffic or traffic safety at any time.
3. Duration: Renting for less than two (2) consecutive nights is prohibited.
4. Type of Rentals:
a. STRs are for Residential uses only. No large scale events including but not
limited to weddings, corporate events, class/family reunions, and photo
shoots.
b. No events that include tents or amplified music.
c. Shall not adversely affect the residential character of the neighborhood nor
interfere with any reasonable person’s enjoyment of their residence.
5. Pets: Adherence to any and all state and local regulations regarding pets.
6. Use of RVs, campers or sleeping tents is prohibited.
7. Short Term Rentals shall meet all local and state regulations, including but not
limited to building and fire codes, health codes, water supply and wastewater
disposal.
418.6 Sunset Clause: Section 418 – allowing Short Term Rentals, along with corresponding
provisions of A13 of Section 202.5 – Use Regulation Table, shall expire, and its terms
shall no longer remain in effect as of 11:59 PM, November 13, 2024. During this time
period, the Town will undertake a more detailed planning process related to Short-Term
Rentals. Any STR use that complies with the terms of this bylaw shall be permitted to
continue up to and including the sunset of this bylaw, at which time it shall lapse.

