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Design Approach

Culture Ecology History

The Essence of the Site



Site Context Considerations
• Expand on nearby attractions (restaurants, ice cream, mini-golf

and the pirate museum) to enhance visitor retention.

• Generate pedestrian connectivity to the Parkers River resource
area for people who live and stay nearby.

• Create a
destination
that celebrates
the ecology of
the site.



Site Context : Route 28 Corridor



Gateway Connections
• create a strong visual

and walkable
connection between the
interior portions of the
Park and Route 28

• Construct safe roadway
crossings

• Showcase the estuary
theme in the park’s
gateway treatment



Site Ecology
Theme opportunity for educational
experience and awareness

• Shellfish propagation facility
• Kayak ecological rows
• Marine art and crafts
• Seafood
• Plant life
• Water fowl
• Fishing
• Salt marsh boardwalk
• Walking trail
• Interpretation



Interpretive & Park Signage



Initial  Thoughts:  The Park



Initial  Thoughts:  The Park

Pre-fabricated/Composting restrooms
• Self-contained waste treatment systems
• Emit no pollution
• Site disturbance minimized to the footprint of the

buildings
• Traditional looking buildings.



Green Infrastructure
Stormwater swales, rain gardens and pervious pavement



Initial Thoughts  - Boardwalk

Look at Alternate Configurations



Initial Thoughts  - Boardwalk



Initial Thoughts: Boardwalk
• Coordinate design to:

• Provide public access between the Riverwalk Park and Seagull Beach
while minimizing impacts to protected coastal wetland resources

• Establish concept designs that are aesthetically interesting
• Minimize shading and achieve structure width and height
• Meet DEP Chapter 91 requirements
• Minimize potential storm and flood impacts.

• Key Issues > Bridge At Lewis Pond
• Navigation Requirements
• Width of Channel
• Height of structure
• ADA Transitions



Boardwalk - Key Design Issues
• Design Criteria

• Pedestrian Loading
• Vehicles – Gator utility vehicle/ golf cart
• Flood Loads
• ADA Compliance – Gradients, Material, Edge Protection,

Kayak Launch
• Wind, wave, geotechnical

• Boardwalk Height
• FEMA Flood Elevations – VE Zone (+13 NAVD)
• Chapter 91 requirements for clearances under structure
• Sea level rise
• Channel crossing

• Materials
• Foundations – helical vs piles
• Decking – tropical hardwood, composite, grating

• Construction/ Constructability/ Costs
• Salt marsh impacts
• Access for construction
• Boardwalk width/alignment to accommodate vehicles

Sandwich Boardwalk
Sandwich MA



Permitting Considerations
Complex permitting environment with significant
protected natural resources:
• Evaluate alternatives with respect to statutory &

regulatory requirements/processes
• Develop permitting strategy
• Key permitting programs:

• Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA) –would thresholds be exceeded >
Mandatory EIR?

• Wetlands Protection Act & Yarmouth
Wetlands By-Law

• Chapter 91 Waterways Licensing – Crossing of
Lewis Pond inlet

• US Army Corps of Engineers – Individual
Permit may be required – boardwalk &
navigation issues


