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From the Director:

May is one of my favorite months, especially here 

on Cape Cod. We just wrapped up our special 

visit from Ai-Jen Poo, and the panel discussion on 

aging and caregiving at the Senior Center on April 

28 was a tremendous sharing of ideas and plans 

for the future of our aging society. We thank the 

panel participants: Bill Bogdanovich, 

President and CEO of Broad Reach Health Care; 

Jack Moylan and Ralph Menconi, Yarmouth 

residents; and caregiver Rosa Pimenta. Special 

thanks to the hard-working Senior Center staff 

who helped organize the event, and provided 

meeting space for the afternoon. Cape Cod is 

certainly thinking actively about the future of aging 

and its effect on every age.

          - Jane Cain

Library Director

LSTA Grant Update: 

Customer Experience in the Digital Age

Yarmouth Town Libraries received a generous 

grant to focus staff training around technology. 

With the grant money, we have learned about 

downloading apps and the issues of privacy 

surrounding those downloads.  We will have 

Boston Public Library visit in May to teach us 

more about their digital resources, and how 

useful an e-card is from our state library. Staff 

have been putting together peer-to-peer training 

on our various book download programs through 

the Overdrive, Axis 360, EBL and Biblioboard 

platforms. We have worked on digital graphics 

and layout programs to learn cost-effective ways 

to create documents, fl iers, invitations, and much 

more! Watch for some technology updates in the 

future as we assess our A/V needs and signage at 

the Library. All suggestions welcome!

Local Bird Species

with Chris Walz

Tuesday, May 24, 3:00 p.m.

South Yarmouth Library

Property manager for the Long 

Pasture Wildlife Sanctuary gives an overview of 

bird watching on the Cape & Islands. No sign-up 

necessary.

Woodcarving Demonstration

With Roger Jenks

Friday, May 20, 11:30 a.m - 3:00p.m.

West Yarmouth Library

Roger Jenks began woodcarving as 

a casual hobby in 1975, shaping caricature and 

animal fi gures, learning how to “whittle” from an 

instruction book he picked up at a used book 

sale. An avid birder, he eventually became most 

interested in carving realistic song birds and 

shore birds.

The Castonguay Birds have returned!

Donated in memory of Mr. and Mrs. A. Harold 

Castonguay’s daughter Ann, the collection 

includes forty intricately carved and painted 

fi gures of waterfowl, songbirds and shorebirds. 

Carved by Russell Pratt Burr of Hingham, the 

birds are in miniature and mounted on pieces of 

driftwood on display at The West Yarmouth 

Library.

Having spent this winter being “digitized” by 

Digital Commonwealth, the library is celebrating their 

return with these programs in the month of May. 



Arlene C. Weibel is the featured artist on the 

South Yarmouth Library’s Art Wall. A New 

England native, Arlene has devoted her creativity 

to painting images of Cape Cod. She is a juried 

member of the Cape Cod Art Association and a 

member of the Falmouth Artists Guild

She has participated in numerous juried art 

shows and has had several successful solo art 

shows. Arlene believes her paintings express the 

charm and beauty she sees in wonderful New 

England.

Teen Art Studio

Monday, May 9, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Teens (ages 12-18) are invited to an open art 

studio on the second Monday of the month. 

Learn about a different artist each month, and 

make a project in their style! This month, we will 

be learning about Monet. No registration required 

- just drop on by!

Teen Book Club 

Monday, May 23, 6:00-7:00 p.m.

TEENS! We’re going to talk about some 

awesome books we’ve read and enjoy snacks. 

Come over, hang out, and get some great ideas 

on what to read next.

Teen Activities

Family Movie Matinee: 

Goosebumps 

Saturday, May 7, at 10:30 a.m. 

Rated PG, 93 minutes

This movie follows author R.L. 

Stine after his imaginary demons 

are set loose in real-life Delaware. 

Starring Jack Black.

Free and for all ages. Children under 8 years old 

need to bring a grown-up. Refreshments will be 

provided courtesy of the South Yarmouth Library 

Association.

West Yarmouth Tech Help

One-on-One Sessions by Appointment

Thursday, May 12, 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Get help with questions on setting up an email 

account, downloading eBooks and eAudiobooks, 

online job applications, using a fl ash drive, send-

ing an attachment, the Library catalog and online 

databases. Sessions are 1/2 hour and a whole 

hour and are limited to two sessions per topic. 

You are welcome to bring your own device 

(laptop, tablet, eReader). Registration required; 

please email Reference Librarian Trish Cassisi at 

tcassisi@clamsnet.org or register online.

The Yarmouth Town Libraries will be 

closed on Monday, May 30, for 

Memorial Day. 

May 29 will be the last day for Sunday hours 

at the South Yarmouth Library

until after Labor Day Weekend

Never yet was a springtime, when 
the buds forgot to bloom.
 Margaret Elizabeth Sangster



Staff Picks
           
The Summer Before the War

by Helen Simonson

Simonson’s dense follow-up to the 

bestselling Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand 

focuses on gender, class, and social 

mores in the town of Rye in Sussex, 

England, at the dawn of World War I. 

It is the end of England’s brief Edwardian summer, and 

everyone agrees that the weather has never been so 

beautiful. Schoolteacher Beatrice Nash is eager to start 

a new job teaching Latin in the small English seaside 

town of Rye in the summer of 1914. She soon has a 

front-row seat as local squabbles regarding such mat-

ters as whether a woman should be teaching Latin at 

all give way to the more pressing concerns of World 

War I. A group of refugees from Belgium throw the 

orderly lives of Rye’s residents into tumult, and the 

town is soon asked to make even larger sacrifi ces as 

its sons depart for the front.

The Boys in the Boat

by Daniel James Brown

Out of the depths of the Depression 

comes an irresistible story about beating 

the odds and fi nding hope in the most 

desperate of times—the improbable, 

intimate account of how nine working-class 

boys from the American West showed the 

world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit 

really meant.

The University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team 

was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the 

East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on 

to shock the world by defeating the German team 

rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the 

tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or 

prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered 

self-regard but also to fi nd a real place for himself in 

the world.

Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories 

of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has 

created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebra-

tion of a remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of 

one extraordinary young man’s personal quest.

A Common Struggle: 

A Personal Journey Through 

the Past and Future of Mental 

Illness and Addiction

by Patrick Kennedy 

and Stephen Fried

A Common Struggle weaves 

together Kennedy’s private and professional 

narratives, echoing Kennedy’s philosophy that 

for him, the personal is political and the political 

personal. Focusing on the years from his ‘com-

ing out’ about suffering from bipolar disorder 

and addiction to the present day, the book ex-

amines Kennedy’s journey toward recovery and 

refl ects on Americans’ propensity to treat mental 

illnesses as “family secrets.”

Beyond his own story, though, Kennedy creates a 

roadmap for equality in the mental health com-

munity, and outlines a bold plan for the future of 

mental health policy. Written with award-winning 

healthcare journalist and best-selling author Ste-

phen Fried, A Common Struggle is both a cry 

for empathy and a call to action.

(Book recaps excerpted from Amazon.com)

What We Find

by Robyn Carr

Between the urban bustle of 

Denver and the high-stress 

environment of a career in 

neurosurgery, Maggie Sullivan 

has hit a wall. When an emergency 

high-risk procedure results in 

the death of a teenager, Maggie fi nds herself 

in the middle of a lawsuit—and experiencing 

levels of anxiety she’s never faced before. She 

knows she needs to slow down before she 

burns out completely, and the best place she 

can think to do that is Sullivan’s Crossing.

But shortly after arriving, Maggie’s world is 

rocked once again and she must take on 

more responsibility than she’d planned. A 

quiet and serious-looking hiker, Cal Jones, 

is willing to lend a hand, and although she is 

relieved,Maggie is suspicious of this mysterious 

man’s eagerness to help—until she fi nds out 

the true reason for his deliberate isolation.
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Story Hours in May

Groovin’ at Your Library!

A musical experience for the whole family! 

Appropriate for infants to 5 year-old children with 

their parents and/or caregivers. Classes 

incorporate singing, small and large motor 

movement, musical instruments and fun. Classes 

are FREE and will be held in the Leonard Room 

on the following dates and times:

Saturday, May 7, at 10:30 a.m.• 

Monday, May 23, at 11:00 a.m.• 

We are grateful to the South Yarmouth Library 

Association for their continued support of this 

popular family program.

 

Wednesday, May 18

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

South Yarmouth Library 

For ages 6-12. Bring your creativity! Lots of 

Legos are provided! Children under 8 years old 

need to bring a grown up..

Club

Kids Art Studio

Monday, May 9, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

South Yarmouth Library

For ages 6 to 12. Explore a variety of 

materials to create unique art, the second 

Monday of each month. Check our calendar of 

events for more details.

Storyteller Janet Glantz

Saturday, May 14, at 1 p.m. 

West Yarmouth Library

Storyteller Janet Glantz will be 

presenting Stories of Critters 

and Creatures from Many Lands at the 

West Yarmouth Library! Ms. Glantz has been 

telling stories and sharing her enthusiasm for 

storytelling for over forty years, and now she will 

be sharing it with us! No registration necessary, 

just stop in!

At the South Yarmouth Library

Preschool Story Hour: 

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. Ages 3-5 years old 

and their caregivers. 

Wee Read Story Hour: 

Thursdays at 10:45 a.m. Ages birth-3 years old 

and their caregivers. 

NEW! Pajama Story Time: Monday, May 2

The fi rst Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Put 

on your pajamas and bring your favorite bear! Join 

us for songs, stories and a craft before bedtime!

At the West Yarmouth Library

Story Time West 

Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

Stories, songs, and crafts for all ages! 


