Town of Yarmouth
Per M.G.L.: All town and school boards, committees, commissions, and authorities shall post a
notice of every meeting at least 48 hours prior to such meeting, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays. Notice shall contain a listing of topics/agenda that the chair reasonably
anticipates will be discussed at the meeting.

Notice of Meetings

Date of Meeting:

Recycling and Solid Waste Advisory
Committee
May 14,2019

Time:

9:00 am

Place:

Town Hall Meeting Room A

Name of committee, board, etc:

Aqenda (Topics to be discussed):

1. lntroduction of Members and Guests
2. Approval of minutes--April 9,2019
3. Review of plastic water bottle bans

4. Update on polystyrene ban--date to meet with School Committee
5. lncreased costs of recycling
6. Glass recycling progress
7. Committee vacancies
8. Register topic for June
9. Old/New business
l0.Adjournment

Posted By (Name):
Signature:

Laura Hayden

{rya gtayden

Minutes of Meeting - Aprll 9, 2019
Town Hall Room A: 8:3oam
Members Present: Co-Chairs-Jill Talladay and Carol Ewing, members; Charlie Spooner. Also in
attendance: Roby Whitehouse and Laura Hayden.

Mirutes of MeetlnE:
Minutes of the March 79,2019 meeting were approved. Carol made the motion and
motion, all approved.
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Clean uo dav:
Yarmouth annual clean-up day is Saturday April 13, 2019. Notices are at Libraries, Chamber of
Commerce, Police Department, Rotary and other locations. The Yarmouth Police Relief Association
has donated reusable water bottles for the event with their logo on them. A check list was suggested
to deterrrrine the source of litter. We should direct our focus there. There is an anti-litter coalition
on Cape Cod and their main focus is litter and where it comes from. The National Parks message is
"carr5r in carry out", the anti-litter coalition would like to adopt this message for all Cape beaches.
Ideas to reduce litter; Businesses could have some kind of message that states "we appreciate your
business, please dispose ofyour trash responsibl5/. There is currently no enforcement for littering
or not recycling. We pay $78 a ton for trash and between $150 and $8O per ton for commingle our
recycling stream. There are some items that were recyclable last year that are not recyclable this
year. We will continue to educate the public about recycling. When we decrease recyclables it
increases tonnage in trash.

Membershlo:

There are two people in the que to join RASWAC. They are scheduling interviews with a member of
the Board of Selectman.

Plastlc Bottlc Ban:
Recap from last meeting. RASWAC has written a letter to the Board of Selectman. A copy of that
letter is attached to these minutes. This committee would like to see the Petitioners, Sustainable
Practices come up with solutions to our concerns. How will this eftect town events, kids programs,
concessions? How will the water filling stations be funded and maintained? Where will the water
stations be? Will they be indoor/outdoor, a combination? We agree with the intention but would like
to see how Sustainable Practices will help. Sustainable Practices has a spot at Town Meeting for
this petition.
Waste Management Uodate:
Roby has spoken to the schools and they are planning on having a group of students bag up
reryclables and bring them to the disposal area in a school vehicle. Roby has reached out to school
olficials to encourage kids to recycle. There is recycle art project happening now. Roby would like to
display some of the projects at the disposal area. We don't know how bid the art projicts will be. We

may have to build a cabinet to store them in due to the recyclable material they will be made of and
weather elements.
The Leaf wall is closed as of April 1't. Residents now need a recycle or regular disposal sticker to
dump leaves. You drive past the gate and recyclables and trash drop offs and drive back to the
compost area. Thousands of people use the disposal area every week and only a small handful have
complained of the new location for the leaves. There is not enough staff to make sure only stickered
vehicles are dumping leaves. TW Nickerson is on site screening the compost, there are small piles
people can pick up screen compost. Composting will be going out to bid soon. No more commercial
dumping of compost.
Roby to apply for a $250,000 grant to make property improvements. These improvement would be
to pave the compost area. If this area was paved it would make it much easier and cleaner to turn
the compost.
Information sessions planned for Bridgewater State University. We will join with DPW Building,
Water resources, Recycling and the schools.
Next Recycling information session is April 22 at Mayflower at 2:OOpm

Miscellaneous:
The Board of Selectman are holding a mock Town Meeting on Thursday April 25 at 6:OOpm in the
Town Hall Hearing room. This will be televised live, residents will have the opportunity to email or
call in questions about articles.
Jill is working on Take Care Cape Cod with CARE for the Cape and Islands.
RDP Grant points. Roby handed out a fact sheet and that is included with these minutes. The
Deadline for grant applications is June 14tt. Roby will review the list for our RDP points. Including
pictures for the RDP points is helpful. We will take pictures at the clean up day.

Polrrstyrene Ban update :
How to enforce the ban? Dennis has a restriction on Polystyrene. The DY Schools are the biggest
contributors to Styrofoam. The lunch trays at DY are all made of Polystyrene. Roby has suggested to
the schools that they talk to Kari Parcell and Elaine Davis from Barnstable County for solutions.
They have not done so yet. Should our by law include schools or not? How will the schools pay for
it? This committee will try to meet with the School Committees to educate them about the dangers
of Polystyrene. We will formulate a letter asking to meet with the school committee members. We
need to come up with solution and alternatives for restaurants and businesses. Research best
products that are affordable. This is a nationwide problem. Mary is preparing a survey we can use
with restaurants and other businesses. This survey would be a template for other Cape towns.
Register Article
Next subject of the article will be source separation of recyclables. We are planning for June to have
8 separate containers for recycling; Glass, Plastic, Tin/metal, mixed paper, cardboard, newspaper,
magazines/books and cloth. Dennis will take our glass at a cost of $60 per ton, which is better than
our $150 to $gO per ton we pay now.
Next meeting dates:
May 14,2019 at 8:3oam in Town Hall Room A
Meeting adiourned at 10:08 am.
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RECYCLING AND SOUD WASTE ADVISORY COMMTTTEE

MEMO

March 20,2019

To: Board of Selectrnan
From: RASWAC Co-Chairs,

Jill Talladay and Carol Ewing

We are writing to you regarding the petitioned municipal plastic bottle reduction article.

While we wholeheartedly support the overall premise of the draft article to reduce the use ofsingle use plastic
bottles, we feel that more information and research is required before we can give our endorsement. To that end,
RASWAC encourages the petitioners to work with the Town Departments to first determine the impact such an
article would have on Town sponsored programming and activities. Secondly, they should identi$ workable
altematives and definite sources of funding for those altematives along with a timeline for any infrastructure
build out.
Once there is a definitive plan for altematives and funding in place, we encourage the petitioners to resubmit the
article at the next town meeting.

RASWAC
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fact sheet
Your Business and the Waste Bans:
What You Need to Know
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What are waste bans?
"lvaste bans" are restrictions on the disposal, transfer for disposal and contracting for
disposal of certain hazardous items and recyclable materials at solid waste facilities in
Massachusetts.
The waste bans are designed to:
Conserve capacity at existing disposal facilities.
Minimize the need for new facility construction.
Provide recycling markels with large volumes of material on a consistent basis.
Keep certain toxic substances or materials from adversely affecting our
environment when landfilled or combusted.
Promote business and residential recycling efforts.
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What do I need to do? Remove & Recyclel
Business managers should remove and recycle any banned materials they generale or
run the risk that waste loads will be rejected at a disposal site, charged an additional
handling fee or face potential enforcemenl penalties. Recycling at businesses can be
easier and more economical than recycling al home, because the materials are
generaled in larger quantities and are easier to keep separate from the rest of the
trash. Recycling prevents unnecessary disposal of usable raw materials, saves energy
and reduces air and water pollution. Recycling also reduces disposal costs and can
save businesses money by diverting materials from the trash dumpster to the recycling
bin.
Your waste hauler may be able to help you establish a recycling program. Also, the
Massachusetts Materials Trader has an exlensive list of companies that collect or
process recyclable materials.

What is banned?
Asphalt Pavement, Brick, and Concrete: asphalt pavement, brick and concrete flom
construction and demolition of buildings, roads, bridges, and similar sources.
Batteries: Lead-acid batteries used in motor vehicles or stationary applications.
Cathode Ray Tubes: Any intact, broken or processed glass tube used to provide the
visual display in televisions, computer monitors and certain scientific instruments.
Clean Gypsum Wallboard: A panel (known as drywall) with a gypsum core and faced
with a heavy paper or other material on both sides that is not contaminated with paint,
wallpaper, joint compound, adhesives, nails, or olher substances after manufacture.
Glass Containers: Glass bottles and jars. The ban does not cover light bulbs, pyrex
cookware, plate glass, drinking glasses, windows, windshields and ceramics.
Leaves & Yard Waste: Leaves, grass clippings, weeds, garden materials, shrub
trimmings, and brush one-inch or less in diameter (excluding diseased plants).
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Metal: Fenous and non-ferrous metals derived from used appliances, building
materials, industrial equipment, vehicles, and manufacturing processes.
Metal Containers: Aluminum, steel or bi-metal beverage and food containers.
Recyclable Paper: Atl paper, cardboard, and paperboard products (EXCEPT tissue
paper, toweling, paper plates and cups, wax-coated cardboard and other low€rade
paper products).
Single Resin Nanow-Necked Plastics: A soda bottle is narrow-necked but a yogurt
container is not.
White Goods: Appliances employing electricity, oil, natural gas or liquefied petroleum
gas. These include refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, clothes washers, clothes
dryers, gas or electric ovens and ranges, and hot water heaters
Whole Tires: Motor vehicle tires of alltypes (Combustion facilities can accept whole
tires for disposal. Shredded tires are not restricted).

Wood: Treated and untreated wood, clean wood (trees, stumps, and brush, including
but not limited to sawdust, chips, shavings and bark). (Combustion facilities can accept
wood for disposal.)
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection
One Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108-4746
Commomrealth ol
Massachusetts

Executive Ofiice oI
Environmehtal Affairs

Oepartment of
Environmental Protection

P.oduced

bY

the

Bureau ofAir and Waste
March 2017

This information is available in
altemate format by calling our ADA

Commercial Organic Material: Food and vegetalive material from businesses and
institutions that dispose of one ton or more organic material per week.
Did You Know?
The waste bans apply to all solid waste destined for a Massachusetts landfill,
combuslion facility, or transfer station.
Waste generators are responsible for ensuring that they do not contract for lhe
disposal of banned items.
Waste facility operators are responsible for ensuring that unallowable quantities of
banned materials are not disposed or transferred for disposal from their facilities.
Facilities must check incoming waste in two ways. First, all loads must be visually
monitored for the presence of banned malerials. Second, random inspeclions of waste
load contents must be conducted.

MassDEP conducts inspections at solid waste facilities to identify haulers and
generators (businesses, institutions, municipalities, etc.) that dispose of banned
materials.
Businesses and municipalities that do not divert banned items from their waste run the
risk of having solid waste facilities reject their waste and charge additional handling
fees, and potential enforcement penalties from MassDEP.

Coordinator at

1617\5744872.

For more information:
Visit the MassDEP Waste Bans home page:

htto://www.mass.oov/eealaqencies/massdeo/recvcle/solid/massachusetts-wastedisposal-bans.html
For assistance with finding a recycling service provider, contact the Recyclingworks in

Massachusettsprogramat(888)254-5525,viaemailatinfo(Orecvclinoworksmacom,
or visit the program website at www.recvclinqworksma.com'
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